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The Young Leaders from Bergen County's United Way completed renovation of the 
Franciscan Community Development Center in Fairview.  
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APR 23, 2009 5:05 PM  

Bergen County’s United Way 
Young Leaders put muscle to 
work for charity  

By the time they had finished painting the newly renovated Franciscan Community 
Development Center of Fairview, their Live United T-shirts were splattered in paint.    

Calling themselves Young Leaders, the founding group of entrepreneurial young 
professionals, are setting an example for their peers with their charitable good 
works.  The mission of the group is to build philanthropic leadership among the new 
generation of Millennials.

Young Leaders is affiliated with Bergen County’s United Way and sponsored by M&T 
Bank. It offers young people the chance to be informed about pressing local needs, 
as well as exclusive opportunities for leadership development, service projects and 
social service gatherings. The group, which already has an online presence on the 
social networking site Facebook, welcomes college students and young 
professionals willing to help others less fortunate.   

“We did something meaningful today,” says Rachel White, 23, an MBA student at 
Fairleigh Dickinson University, who coordinates the group. “The Franciscan CDC 
works tirelessly to help the poorest of the poor. The few hours of work we put in 
made a big difference to them. Who knows how long it would have taken to finish the 
work by themselves? There are hundreds of people who depend on them, everyday; 
they have so much more important work to do.”   

The project was chosen by the Young Leaders because of the essential services 
provided by the Franciscan CDC to day labor and immigrant families in Fairview. The 
agency operates a broad range of health and human services, as well as education 
and training programs. A food pantry operated in partnership with the Center for 
Food Action is open from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays.  

For M&T Bank and Bergen County’s United Way, Young Leaders is an opportunity to 
ready a new generation of informed philanthropists.    

“M&T Bank Corporation values the importance of philanthropy and supports the vital 
work of Young Leaders,” says Ira Brown, regional market manager. “We believe 
strongly in taking an active role in the communities we serve and are proud of our 
charitable support for Bergen County’s United Way. We are making an important 
investment in the future by helping to nurture a new generation of philanthropists. 
Their fresh perspective and renewed energy will ensure that good works carry 
forward.”

Tom Toronto, president of Bergen County’s United Way, adds, “This is an 
exceptional group of young people who I am confident will continue to bring about 
positive change in our community.”    

For more information or to join Young Leaders, contact Rachel White at 
rwhite@bergenunitedway.org or call (201) 291-0619.   
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5:00 PM TODAY

VALLEY HOME CARE HOSTS 
BEARY SPECIAL CELEBRATION
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12:30 PM TODAY

AREA BUSINESS CELEBRATES 
EARTH DAY WITH SCHOOL 
CHILDREN
Cipriano Landscape Design gives 20,000 
saplings for kids to plant 
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9:15 AM TODAY

VITAMIN WATER INTRODUCES 
NEW PRODUCT
Visit the Vitamin Water lounge at Garden 
State Plaza 
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BERGEN COUNTY’S UNITED 
WAY YOUNG LEADERS PUT 
MUSCLE TO WORK FOR 
CHARITY
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12:45 PM YESTERDAY

BOBBY FLAY TO SIGN BURGER 
BOOKS ON SATURDAY
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9:00 AM YESTERDAY

BERGEN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
RECOGNIZED FOR ORAL 
CANCER PREVENTION EFFORTS
College offering free screenings today 
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4:50 PM APR 22, 2009

BERGEN COUNTY HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY BUILDS 
AFFORDABLE HOMES BY 
RECYCLING CARS 
Cars for Homes program aims to recycle 
end-of-life vehicles into affordable housing 
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12:15 PM APR 22, 2009

BUILDING “GREEN” HOMES IN 
THE TRI-STATE AREA JUST GOT 
EASIER
New online directory helps residents find 
green-minded building professionals 
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