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Troubles trickle up

Middle class needs more help than ever

By HARVY LIPMAN AT :
STAFF WRITER 'We’re seeing more
- people who are
The economy’s slump is driving in- saying, ‘I never
creased numbers of middle-class North
Jerseyans to seek financial aid fromlocal - needed help before. I
charities. feel awful.” They break
Since late summer, the average .
monthly caseload has tripled at the down in tears at the
ompassion Pund operated b Bergen 1
County’s United Way. And while most thought th:mg to
continue T0 be people who live on ask for help.
the economic margins, an increasing TriciA DEBARTOLOME,
number are middle-class families, ac-  CompassioN FUND MANAGER

co to agency officials.

Stafters at the Center for Food Action
in Englewood say they're also seeing
middle-class clients for the first ime — in
some cases, people who once made do-
nations to them. In 2007, CFA had just
24 client visits from Bergen County’s five
wealthiest communities. Last year that
number jumped to 130. That's still a
small percentage of the agency’s clients,

sities such as food and money for rent and
utilities.

“Before, our clients were mostly single
parents, worklng moms, who run into a
crisis because one little t}ung goes wrong,”
said Compassion Fund manager Tricia
DeBartolome. “Now we’re seeing more
Eeople who are inng, ‘I never needed

elp before. 1 feel awful.’ They break

but it's a noticeable shift. g:lr’fgﬂg;? at the thought of having to
i dBé’ﬂ! 9’:&‘&5 t(e)xfrflerobas'm m:g; Their new clients include people like
esign S l():HI AalRﬂyITY Bage Ak 44-year-old Madhat Zubi of Fairview, a
. R s
as a computer so| engineer,
Iheown ?f!r wmﬁm last yoar ﬁlubmought he had tf)ound his piece ﬂ?f
began seeing lents fommanyof  bsoming red cstaie maket
m Jersey's wealthiest communi- But when that market collapsed, Zubi
5. Numbers denote visits by lost hundreds of thousands of dollars
‘(—‘:":"mts- iy 007 2008 wforth lc:f property and found himself out
mu of work.
Alpine 0 64 “After you lose a lot of money like that,
Haworth 0 5 you really get depressed,” Zubi said.
Woodciiff Lak 0 5 But a far worse catastrophe awaited
o C « e 0 3 Zubi and his wife. Last May his daughter
0-Ho-Kus Rowan, 12, suffered a recurrence of
Harrington Park 0 1 leukemia. Months of chemotherapy and a
Englewood Cliffs 1 32 bone marrow transplant ensued before
Frankiin Lakes 7 30 she was released from Hackensack Uni-
versity Medical Center in December, her
Montvale 5 18 cancer again in remission.
River Vale 3 9 With Zubi consumed for half a year
Hillsdale 14 38 with Rowan’s care, the family survived on
Source: Center for Food Action rent aid from the Compassion Pund and
theil l};)ispi(tlal along with loans from family Page 1 of 4
and friends.
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