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PRECIOUS METALS' DRIVE

Small change adds up
to a big contribution

In just two weeks, students from
the Alexander Hamilton Elemen-
tary School in Glen Rock raised
$2,072.76 to aid military families.

Students in grades K-5 collected
spare change as part of a “Precious
Metals” Drive organized by Bergen
County’s United Way. The 288 stu-
dents were visited by members of
the 50th Main Support Battalion
of the New Jersey National Guard,
who thanked them for thelr gen-
erosity and shared how their gifts
will help military families in finan-
cial peril due to extended deploy-
ments, combat injuries and loss of
income. .

The soldiers also conducted a
flag-folding ceremony and present-
ed the flag to school Principal
Irene Pierides.

“We will fly this flag with great
pride,” Pierides said. “The Nation-
al Guard and their families have
sacrificed so much for this country.
Our students are proud to do their
share.

“The value of the pennies, nick-
els and dimes the students collect-
ed added up,’ she said, “and very
quickly they saw that working
together, they accomplished some-
thing wonderful for the benefit of
others”

Cheryl Moses, director of devel-
opment for Bergen County’s Unit-
ed Way, asked the students to
share their secrets for collecting so
many coins. Hands went up
throughout the gym as children
eagerly told of finding change in
their pockets, under the couch, in
the car, and even on the play-
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ground. Others said they donated
their allowance or money they had
saved from birthday and holiday

Several local businesses also
contributed to the students’ effort.
Aldo’s Pizza donated the proceeds
from its gumball machines, and
Umberto and Patrizia Lomazza at
John'’s Boy Pizza gave rolls of quar-

ters from their register. Rita’s Water
ICe donated 1uure than 300 gift cer-

tificates, which were awarded to
students from the two grades who
each week topped the collection.

The Fund for Military Families
helps pay utility bills for families
left without adequate income, cov-
ers the cost of unexpected car
repairs, sudden childcare costs,
and counseling and support ser-
vices for family and soldiers alike.
Funds are preventing foreclosures
and evictions, and have helped
relocate families closer to support
systems when they have experi-
enced a loss.

Tom Toronto, president of
Bergen County’s United Way, said
the organization is committed to
helping military families “as we
have the resources available. We
are grateful for the partnership of
the Alexander Hamilton Elemen-
tary School and the contributions
from the local businesses.”

For more information about the
drive, call Moses at 201-291-0386.
Contributions may also be sent to
Bergen County’s United Way at 6
Forest Ave., Paramus, NJ 07652. To
make a credit-card contribution,
go to bergenunitedway.org,

Account: 435 (416)
NJ-1317
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