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Giants
dig in
for city’s
littlest
athletes

By MAYA KREMEN
STAFF WRITER

ENGLEWOOD - What do you get
when you put together three offensive
linemen, two defensive linemen, a crisp
fall moming and a bunch of construction
equipment?

A brand new playground.

Five members of the Giants spent
their day off Tuesday filling the grassy
backyard of Vincente K. Tibbs Center
with play equipment for city preschool-
ers.

United Way and the Giants teamed
upto donate ﬂge $7,500 Ylayground and
Passaro Construction helped the players
with labor.

Offensive guard Kevin Boothe eyed
the equipment suspiciously at first.

“We shouldn’t have any trouble pick-
ing things up,” he joked. “Putting it to-
gether is a whole different story.”

An hour later he was tightening
screws and shoveling cedar ships along
with offensive linemen Grey Ruegamer
and Adam Koets and defensive linemen
Jeremy Clark and Wallace Gilberry.

The project was part of Hometown
Huddle, which links NFL players with
community service projects. In past
years, Giants players have installed fit-
ness stations along a walking path in
Garfield and renovated a day laborer
center in Fairview.

“We're trying to leave something be-
hind,” said Ruegamer. “It gives kids time
to burn off that extra energy.”

The students pressed their noses up
against the glass to watch the Giants in
action. The players also toured the
school.

The event was exciting for teachers,
too.

“I just saw them on TV the other day,”
said teacher Allan Alston, who sported a
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Giants cap, took shots with his cell
phone camera and collected autographs.

“For me it's a dream come true,” Al-
ston said. “I'm like a little kid.”

The 70 children had been using the
park across the street to play. But that
playground was not age-appropriate,
said center director Jacqueline Hayes,
who attended the preschool as a child.

“Since I came here when I was small,
this has always been an empty space,”
Hayes said. “This is really big for us.”
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