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Corporate Philanthropy:

Striving to Give
in Good Times and Bad

By Anthony Birritteri, Editor-in-Chief

here are some 28,000 non-profit charitable

organizations in New Jersey supporting

a broad range issues, ranging from the
environment, education and healthcare to family
support, the arts and natural disaster relief. The
state’s corporate community has been assisting
these and other causes with donations, volunteers
and product contributions. Donations from cor-
porate foundations can range from a few hundred
dollars to millions, while product contributions
find their way to the four corners of the world to
help victims of earthquakes, typhoons, tsunamis,
hurricanes and a variety of diseases. Meanwhile,

NRG President David Crane with Mexican children.
Though NRG usually focuses its philanthropic efforts

in the Trenton area, the company’s San Diego facility
became interested in building a school for poor children
in Tijuana.

employee volunteers can be found making meals
in local soup kitchens or distributing medicine and
constructing schools in third-world countries.

As Nina Stack, president of the Council of New
Jersey Grantmakers (CNJG), Trenton, aptly says,
“Philanthropy is what gives a capitalistic society
its soul.”

It is unclear, however, if corporate giving will
decline by the end of the year as companies of all
shapes and sizes report sluggish sales, less capital
spending and downsizings in the current economy.
Reports from a number of organizations vary on
the outcome.
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